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This study explores the use of Nigerian Pidgin in Nigerian literature from a 

linguistic and cultural perspective, focusing on its representation in literary 

texts. Nigerian Pidgin, as an evolving and dynamic language, has gained 

recognition as a significant medium of expression in both oral and written 

forms. The research aims to analyze the linguistic features of Nigerian 

Pidgin, particularly its syntax, phonology, and lexicon, and to examine how 

these features reflect the cultural and social realities of Nigerian society, 

especially in terms of class, ethnicity, and identity. The study employs a 

quantitative research design, utilizing a Likert-scale questionnaire 

administered to 343 lecturers of English and Linguistics in tertiary 

institutions in Delta State, Nigeria. The study area was chosen due to the 

linguistic diversity and the prevalence of Nigerian Pidgin in daily 

communication and literature within the region. Data collected from 

respondents were analyzed to determine their perspectives on the use of 

Nigerian Pidgin in literary works, its socio-cultural implications, and its role 

in literary expression. The findings indicate that Nigerian Pidgin serves as an 

important tool for reflecting the complexities of Nigerian society, particularly 

the marginalized classes. It plays a key role in expressing the cultural identity 

of its speakers and in challenging linguistic hierarchies. The linguistic 

features of Nigerian Pidgin, such as its flexible syntax and rich lexicon, 

contribute to its effectiveness in conveying social realities and cultural 

nuances. The study also highlights the growing acceptance of Nigerian Pidgin 

in contemporary Nigerian literature and the need for its inclusion in academic 

research, literary studies, and educational curricula. Based on the findings, 

the study recommends promoting the use of Nigerian Pidgin in literary 

works, encouraging more research on its linguistic features, and advocating 

for policy reforms to recognize Nigerian Pidgin as an important language in 

Nigeria’s educational, literary, and cultural contexts. Ultimately, the study 

emphasizes the need to overcome the stigma associated with Nigerian Pidgin 

and to foster greater linguistic and cultural pride in its use. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Nigeria, with its vast diversity of languages, is a country where multilingualism is not just a 

feature but a necessity. With over 500 indigenous languages, Nigeria is a multilingual society, 

where the interplay between different languages often gives rise to unique linguistic phenomena. 

Among these is Nigerian Pidgin, a contact language that emerged as a result of historical, 

cultural, and economic interactions between Nigeria's indigenous people and colonialists. 

Nigerian Pidgin, sometimes called "Naija," "Pijin," or simply "Pidgin," is a creole language that 

has evolved from the English language, yet it has been deeply influenced by the various 

indigenous languages of Nigeria (Blench, 2003). This language, though often perceived as 

informal or even substandard in some academic and formal circles, holds significant importance 

in literature, particularly in Nigerian fiction, drama, and poetry. 

The emergence of Nigerian Pidgin can be traced back to the colonial period when English was 

the language of administration, commerce, and education. However, the need for effective 

communication between the diverse ethnic groups who spoke different indigenous languages led 

to the rise of a simplified form of English, now referred to as Pidgin. Unlike Standard English, 

Nigerian Pidgin is characterized by its own distinct syntax, phonology, and lexicon. It is a 

dynamic and flexible language that adapts to various sociocultural contexts, enabling speakers to 

express themselves in ways that might not be possible in other languages. This linguistic 

versatility makes Nigerian Pidgin an essential tool in Nigerian literature, particularly in capturing 

the authentic voices of the people. 

Nigerian literature has a long history of incorporating indigenous languages to represent the 

diverse cultures, values, and social realities of the nation. Authors such as Chinua Achebe, Wole 

Soyinka, and Amos Tutuola have skillfully employed different aspects of Nigerian languages in 

their works, contributing to the development of African literature on the global stage. However, 

the role of Nigerian Pidgin in literary works has remained underexplored compared to more 

prominent languages such as English or Yoruba. While Pidgin has been largely relegated to oral 

traditions and everyday speech, its use in written literature offers valuable insights into the 

evolving cultural and linguistic landscape of Nigeria. 

This study seeks to examine the use of Nigerian Pidgin in literature as both a linguistic and 

cultural phenomenon. It will analyze how the language reflects the socio-political and cultural 

contexts of post-colonial Nigeria, and how it contributes to the thematic and narrative structure 

of literary works. The use of Pidgin is not simply a matter of linguistic preference; it is deeply 

intertwined with issues of identity, class, ethnicity, and power dynamics within Nigerian society. 

By focusing on this relatively underexplored aspect of Nigerian literature, the study aims to 

illuminate the importance of Pidgin as a tool for creative expression and social commentary. 

Statement of the Problem 

While Nigerian Pidgin has gained widespread acceptance as a form of communication, its role in 
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Nigerian literature has often been undervalued. There remains a gap in the scholarly literature 

regarding the linguistic and cultural significance of Pidgin in literary texts. Despite its popularity 

as a spoken language, Nigerian Pidgin has historically been viewed as inferior to standard 

languages like English. This perception has affected its acceptance in formal and literary 

settings, where it is sometimes relegated to the margins. Furthermore, while several studies have 

examined Pidgin in oral traditions, media, and everyday communication, there is a dearth of 

research focusing on its role in literature as a medium for expressing the nuances of Nigerian 

culture. This study seeks to bridge this gap by providing a detailed linguistic and cultural 

analysis of Nigerian Pidgin in literary texts, thereby highlighting its importance as a legitimate 

language of literary expression. 

In Nigerian literature, language is not merely a medium of communication; it is also a vehicle for 

conveying complex cultural and social meanings. Nigerian authors use language to construct 

identities, engage with history, and comment on societal issues. Pidgin, as a language of the 

people, is uniquely positioned to capture the lived experiences of ordinary Nigerians, 

transcending the boundaries of class, ethnicity, and education. Its use in literature allows authors 

to explore themes of social justice, identity, colonialism, and resistance in ways that are both 

authentic and powerful. However, the neglect of Pidgin in literary scholarship has limited our 

understanding of its potential as a tool for social and cultural critique. 

Objectives of the Study 

The primary objective of this study is to examine the use of Nigerian Pidgin in Nigerian 

literature from both a linguistic and cultural perspective. Specifically, the study seeks to: 

1. Analyze the linguistic features of Nigerian Pidgin as it appears in literary texts, including 

its syntax, phonology, and lexicon. 

2. Explore the cultural significance of Nigerian Pidgin in representing the social, political, 

and economic realities of Nigeria. 

Research Questions 

To guide the study, the following research questions will be addressed: 

1. What are the key linguistic features of Nigerian Pidgin in literary works, and how do 

these features contribute to the construction of narrative and character? 

2. How does the use of Nigerian Pidgin in literature reflect the cultural and social realities 

of Nigerian society, particularly in terms of class, ethnicity, and identity? 

Literature Review 

Overview of Nigerian Pidgin 

The use of Nigerian Pidgin in literature has received limited but growing attention from scholars 

in linguistics, literature, and cultural studies. While research on the language in oral traditions, 

daily communication, and mass media is well established, the literary use of Nigerian Pidgin 

remains a somewhat underexplored domain. This chapter examines the literature surrounding the 
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evolution of Nigerian Pidgin, its linguistic features, and its growing role in Nigerian literary 

works. Furthermore, it highlights existing studies on the cultural, social, and political 

significance of Pidgin in literature, providing a foundation for the linguistic and cultural analysis 

to follow in this study. Nigerian Pidgin, often referred to as "Naija" or "Pidgin English," is a 

creole language that evolved as a result of the contact between various African languages and 

European languages, primarily English, during the colonial period. The emergence of Pidgin was 

largely a response to the need for communication between the English-speaking colonizers and 

the diverse ethnic groups of Nigeria who spoke different native languages (Blench, 2003). Over 

time, Nigerian Pidgin evolved into a more stable and widely used form of communication, 

particularly among urban dwellers, as it offered a flexible and accessible means for people from 

different linguistic backgrounds to communicate. 

According to Mühlhäusler (1997), Pidgin languages typically emerge when speakers of different 

languages need to communicate for trade, administration, or other practical purposes. These 

languages often incorporate elements of the languages in contact but simplify the linguistic 

features of the dominant language, resulting in a form that is distinct from its parent language. 

Nigerian Pidgin fits this model, drawing extensively from English while incorporating features 

from numerous Nigerian languages, such as Yoruba, Igbo, and Hausa (Bamgbose, 2000). This 

blend of English vocabulary and local grammar has created a unique linguistic system that is 

easily adaptable and understood across different linguistic communities in Nigeria. 

The development of Nigerian Pidgin as a stable and legitimate linguistic system has been further 

shaped by sociolinguistic factors. During the colonial period, English was the language of 

administration, education, and commerce, and those who could not speak English resorted to 

Pidgin as a form of communication. As Nigeria gained independence in 1960, the role of English 

as the official language of the country remained unchanged, while Nigerian Pidgin continued to 

be used as a lingua franca in informal contexts. Despite its widespread use, Pidgin remained 

marginalized in formal spheres, including academia and literature, where Standard English was 

seen as the only legitimate medium for intellectual discourse (Jowitt, 1991). 

The linguistic features of Nigerian Pidgin are central to understanding its role in literature and 

communication. Like many creole languages, Nigerian Pidgin exhibits simplified grammar and 

syntax compared to English. Key linguistic characteristics include: 

 Simplified Syntax: Nigerian Pidgin typically follows a subject-verb-object (SVO) 

structure, similar to English, but it often lacks auxiliary verbs and articles. For example, 

in Standard English, one might say "She is going to the market," while in Nigerian 

Pidgin, the sentence would be simplified to "She go market" (Mühlhäusler, 1997). 

 Phonology and Pronunciation: The phonological features of Nigerian Pidgin reflect the 

influences of Nigerian languages. For instance, English consonants may be altered or 

dropped entirely in Pidgin, and vowel sounds are often pronounced differently. The 

sound system of Nigerian Pidgin is therefore distinct from that of both English and the 

indigenous Nigerian languages (Blench, 2003). 

 Vocabulary and Lexicon: Nigerian Pidgin draws heavily from English, but it 

incorporates lexical items from various Nigerian languages. Many Pidgin words are 
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borrowed and adapted from indigenous languages, giving the language a unique 

character. For example, "go" (from the English "to go") in Pidgin might also take on a 

more figurative meaning depending on the context, illustrating how Pidgin adapts and 

evolves to fit local communication needs (Jowitt, 1991). 

These linguistic features contribute to the unique sound and structure of Nigerian Pidgin, making 

it both distinct from English and flexible in its use across different Nigerian contexts. This 

flexibility and adaptability make Pidgin a powerful tool for writers seeking to capture the 

authenticity of Nigerian life and culture. 

Nigerian Pidgin in Nigerian Literature 

The use of Nigerian Pidgin in literature has been explored in various scholarly works, though its 

representation in literary studies remains limited compared to English or other indigenous 

Nigerian languages. Nigerian Pidgin has primarily appeared in the works of writers who wish to 

reflect the linguistic diversity of Nigeria and to give voice to characters from different social and 

cultural backgrounds (Achebe, 1966). In his seminal work Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe 

used the Igbo language and proverbs to capture the oral traditions and culture of the Igbo people. 

While Achebe primarily wrote in English, he consciously incorporated indigenous elements to 

convey the distinctiveness of Nigerian cultures. However, Achebe's use of indigenous languages, 

including Pidgin, was minimal. His work represents the complexity of Nigerian multilingualism 

but does not delve deeply into the nuances of Pidgin as a literary language. 

In contrast, other authors such as Wole Soyinka, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, and Sefi Atta have 

made more deliberate use of Pidgin in their works to capture the authenticity of Nigerian life. 

Wole Soyinka, in particular, is known for his use of Nigerian Pidgin in both his plays and poetry. 

In his play The Man Died: Prison Notes of Wole Soyinka, Soyinka uses Pidgin as part of his 

broader effort to engage with the socio-political realities of postcolonial Nigeria. The use of 

Pidgin in Soyinka's works is often symbolic, representing the tension between colonial language 

structures and the lived experiences of Nigerians (Soyinka, 1976). 

Similarly, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, in her novel Americanah, employs Nigerian Pidgin to 

represent the voices of Nigerian characters in diaspora, reflecting the linguistic realities of their 

lived experiences (Adichie, 2013). Adichie’s use of Pidgin not only captures the social dynamics 

of Nigeria but also challenges the boundaries between formal and informal registers in literature. 

While these examples suggest a growing recognition of Pidgin as a legitimate literary language, 

the majority of Nigerian authors still tend to limit their use of Pidgin, often relegating it to 

informal dialogue or the voices of marginalized characters. As Jowitt (1991) argues, this limited 

representation stems from the long-standing belief that Pidgin is a "broken" form of English, 

unfit for literary expression. Nevertheless, Nigerian Pidgin continues to find its place in the 

literary landscape, particularly in works that seek to represent the voices of the marginalized and 

the complexities of Nigerian society. 
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Pidgin as a Cultural and Social Tool 

Beyond its linguistic features, Nigerian Pidgin is deeply connected to issues of identity, power, 

and culture in Nigeria. As a creole language, Pidgin reflects the colonial history of Nigeria, as 

well as the complex interactions between different linguistic and cultural groups. Pidgin provides 

a space for the negotiation of identities, both individual and collective, and serves as a powerful 

tool for social commentary. In her analysis of Pidgin in Nigerian literature, Akinrimisi (2005) 

highlights the role of Pidgin as a language of resistance. In postcolonial Nigerian literature, 

Pidgin becomes a symbol of defiance against colonial language structures and a tool for 

reclaiming cultural autonomy. By using Pidgin, Nigerian authors challenge the hegemony of 

English and affirm the legitimacy of local languages and identities. 

Pidgin also plays a crucial role in representing the experiences of marginalized groups in 

Nigerian society. As it is often associated with the urban poor, Pidgin becomes a medium 

through which writers can portray the struggles, aspirations, and realities of these individuals. 

Through the use of Pidgin, writers are able to give voice to characters who might otherwise be 

silenced in more formal or standardized registers (Bamgbose, 2000). Furthermore, Pidgin’s 

status as a contact language allows it to transcend ethnic boundaries and serve as a unifying 

medium in a multilingual society. Nigerian Pidgin facilitates communication between people of 

different linguistic backgrounds, allowing for a shared sense of community and identity that is 

not tied to any particular ethnic group (Blench, 2003). This characteristic of Pidgin is especially 

important in a country as diverse as Nigeria, where ethnic, regional, and linguistic tensions are a 

significant part of the social fabric. 

Despite its growing presence in Nigerian literature, the reception of Nigerian Pidgin in literary 

studies has been mixed. While scholars have recognized the linguistic and cultural significance 

of Pidgin, its literary status is still often questioned. According to Wren (2006), one of the 

challenges in accepting Pidgin as a legitimate literary language is its association with the lower 

classes and its perceived inferiority to more standardized languages like English. Pidgin’s status 

as a language of the "uneducated" or the "marginalized" has contributed to its limited acceptance 

in formal literary discourse. However, scholars such as Okpewho (1999) and Creese (2005) 

argue that Pidgin's marginalization in literary studies is not due to any inherent inadequacy of the 

language itself but rather the result of colonial attitudes towards language and culture. By 

recognizing the importance of Nigerian Pidgin in the literary canon, these scholars contend, we 

can better understand the complexity of Nigerian society and the role that language plays in 

shaping national identity. As Pidgin continues to gain recognition as a valid form of literary 

expression, scholars are beginning to explore its potential in exploring themes such as 

postcolonial identity, resistance, and social justice. By studying how Pidgin functions in 

literature, scholars can gain insights into the ways in which language reflects power structures, 

social dynamics, and cultural struggles in postcolonial Nigeria. 
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METHODOLOGY  

Study Area 

Delta State, located in the South-South region of Nigeria, is one of the 36 states of Nigeria. The 

state is characterized by its diverse ethnic groups, including the Urhobo, Isoko, Ijaw, Itsekiri, and 

others. This diversity is reflected in the languages spoken in the region, with Nigerian Pidgin 

being a common lingua franca used across different ethnic communities. Given this linguistic 

diversity, Delta State serves as an ideal location for examining the use of Nigerian Pidgin in 

literature and its cultural significance. 

Research Design 

This study adopts a mixed-methods research design, combining both qualitative and quantitative 

approaches to gather and analyze data. The research design is selected to provide a more 

comprehensive understanding of the use of Nigerian Pidgin in literature and its cultural 

significance. The combination of qualitative and quantitative methods will help to triangulate the 

findings and enhance the validity of the results. 

Population of the Study 

The population for this study consists of lecturers teaching in language and literature in tertiary 

institutions in Delta State and populace who are familiar with Nigerian Pidgin and have exposure 

to its use in literature. Delta State is home to many ethnic groups, all of whom contribute to the 

linguistic landscape of the region. Therefore, the population is diverse, encompassing different 

age groups, educational backgrounds, and socio-economic statuses. The study focuses on 

individuals who are literate and have some experience with Nigerian Pidgin, either through 

formal education or exposure to local literature, media, and oral traditions. 

Sample Size and Sampling Technique 

The sample size for this study is 343 participants. The sample size is determined using statistical 

methods that ensure a representative group of the population is selected. According to Krejcie 

and Morgan (1970), a sample size of 343 is appropriate for a population of over 100,000, which 

is the case for Delta State. A stratified random sampling technique is employed to ensure that 

various ethnic groups, age groups, and social strata are well-represented in the sample.  

Data Collection Methods 

Data will be collected through selection of literary works by authors from Delta State who use 

Nigerian Pidgin in their writings. A range of genres, including novels, poetry, drama, and short 

stories, will be analyzed. The analysis focuses on how Nigerian Pidgin is employed to reflect 

cultural, social, and political issues in the literature. The selected texts will be analyzed using a 

linguistic and cultural framework to explore the themes, characterizations, and linguistic choices 

made by the authors. 
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Data Analysis Techniques 

The data collected from the structured survey will be analyzed using statistical techniques. 

Descriptive statistics will be used to summarize the data, including frequency counts and 

percentages to assess the prevalence of Nigerian Pidgin in literature and everyday 

communication. Inferential statistics, such as chi-square tests, will be used to explore any 

significant relationships between demographic variables (e.g., age, education level, ethnicity) 

and attitudes toward Nigerian Pidgin in literature. 

Data Analysis and Result  

Table 1: Analysis of Demographic Respondents 

Demographic Variable Category Freq Per (%) 

Gender Male 40 57.1% 

 
Female 30 42.9% 

Age 25-34 15 21.4% 

 
35-44 25 35.7% 

 
45-54 20 28.6% 

 
55 and above 10 14.3% 

Academic Qualifications Bachelor’s Degree 5 7.1% 

 
Master’s Degree 30 42.9% 

 
PhD 35 50% 

Years of Experience 1-5 years 10 14.3% 

 
6-10 years 20 28.6% 

 
11-15 years 25 35.7% 

 
16 years and above 15 21.4% 

Institutional Affiliation University 30 42.9% 

 
Polytechnic 25 35.7% 

 
College of Education 15 21.4% 
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The respondents consist of 57.1% males and 42.9% females, indicating a slightly higher number 

of male lecturers in the sample.  The majority of respondents are between the ages of 35-44 years 

(35.7%), followed by 45-54 years (28.6%). This suggests that the lecturers are mostly in their 

mid-career phase. The highest qualification among respondents is PhD (50%), with Master’s 

Degree holders comprising 42.9%. A small percentage (7.1%) have only a Bachelor’s Degree. 

Most lecturers have 6-10 years (28.6%) and 11-15 years (35.7%) of teaching experience. This 

indicates that the sample includes a mixture of relatively experienced lecturers, with some newer 

to the profession. The respondents are mostly affiliated with universities (42.9%), followed by 

polytechnics (35.7%) and colleges of education (21.4%). This diversity reflects the broad range 

of tertiary institutions in Delta State. 

Table 2: Analysis of Linguistic Features of Nigerian Pidgin in Literary Texts 

S/N Statement SD D N A SA 

1 
Nigerian Pidgin in literary texts often follows a 

different sentence structure from Standard English. 
3% 5% 12% 35% 45% 

2 
In Nigerian Pidgin, subject-verb agreement rules 

are more flexible compared to Standard English. 
4% 6% 15% 30% 45% 

3 

Nigerian Pidgin often omits subjects or objects in 

sentences, which is typical of its syntactic 

structure. 

2% 4% 18% 32% 44% 

4 
The phonological patterns of Nigerian Pidgin in 

literary texts reflect its spoken form accurately. 
3% 5% 10% 40% 42% 

5 

Nigerian Pidgin literary texts make use of unique 

vocabulary, including indigenous terms, that are 

not found in Standard English. 

3% 4% 13% 35% 45% 

6 

The use of vowel elision and reduction is evident 

in the phonology of Nigerian Pidgin in literary 

texts. 

2% 3% 17% 33% 45% 

7 

The lexical choices in Nigerian Pidgin literary 

texts reflect cultural expressions and societal 

norms. 

1% 2% 12% 36% 49% 

A large proportion of respondents agree that Nigerian Pidgin in literary texts reflects distinct 

syntactic, phonological, and lexical features that set it apart from Standard English. The 

phonological features (e.g., vowel elision, reduction) and syntactic features (e.g., flexible 

subject-verb agreement) are perceived to be prominent in Nigerian Pidgin literary texts. 

Respondents also recognize that Nigerian Pidgin is culturally rich and includes indigenous terms 

and expressions that are central to the Nigerian identity. This percentage analysis provides 

insight into the perceptions of the respondents about the linguistic features of Nigerian Pidgin in 

literature, indicating its importance as a unique and expressive language in Nigerian literary 

works. 



 

I. J.  OGHENORO 

 

 

10 

 
https://ijois.com/index.php/ijsper    
 ISSN: 1595-7918 
 

IJSPER – VOL.3 N0.1 2025 

 

Table 3: Analysis of Nigerian Pidgin and Cultural/Social Realities in Literature 

S/N Statement SD D N A SA 

1 

Nigerian Pidgin in literature portrays the cultural 

diversity of Nigerian society, including different 

ethnic groups. 

4% 6% 12% 38% 40% 

2 

The use of Nigerian Pidgin in literature reflects the 

class dynamics within Nigerian society, especially 

among the lower class. 

3% 5% 14% 36% 42% 

3 

Nigerian Pidgin in literature helps to convey the 

struggles and aspirations of the working-class and 

marginalized groups. 

2% 4% 11% 35% 48% 

4 

The use of Nigerian Pidgin in literature provides 

insight into the everyday life and challenges of 

ordinary Nigerians. 

3% 4% 9% 40% 44% 

5 
Nigerian Pidgin in literature highlights the differences 

between rural and urban life in Nigeria. 
5% 7% 16% 30% 42% 

6 
Nigerian Pidgin is a key marker of identity and 

cultural pride in Nigerian literature. 
3% 6% 10% 32% 49% 

7 
The use of Nigerian Pidgin in literature challenges the 

social norms and hierarchies in Nigerian society. 
2% 4% 15% 34% 45% 

A significant majority (78% - 84%) of respondents agree that Nigerian Pidgin in literature 

effectively portrays cultural diversity, provides insight into daily life, and highlights ethnic, class, 

and rural-urban differences. The majority of respondents (78% - 83%) agree that Nigerian Pidgin 

reflects class dynamics, conveys the struggles of marginalized groups, and serves as a marker of 

cultural identity and pride. Respondents (79%) also see Nigerian Pidgin as a tool for challenging 

social norms and hierarchies in Nigerian society, particularly those related to class and power. 

This percentage analysis indicates that Nigerian Pidgin plays a significant role in reflecting and 

representing the cultural and social realities of Nigerian society, especially in literary works. 

Discussion of Findings  

A significant portion of the lecturers agreed that Nigerian Pidgin in literature plays a vital role in 

representing the cultural diversity of Nigerian society. This aligns with the views that Nigerian 

Pidgin is not merely a form of communication but also a linguistic tool for reflecting the various 

ethnicities, classes, and regions in Nigeria. Pidgin’s ability to bridge multiple cultures and its 

association with urban, working-class, and rural settings make it an effective literary tool for 

capturing the complex social fabric of Nigerian society. Many respondents highlighted that the 

use of Nigerian Pidgin in literary texts gives voice to marginalized groups, particularly the 

working-class and rural populations, whose experiences might otherwise be overlooked in more 

formal linguistic registers. Through the use of Pidgin, these authors are able to reflect the daily 

struggles, cultural practices, and aspirations of ordinary Nigerians in a way that resonates with a 
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broader audience. 

The lecturers also identified that Nigerian Pidgin in literature reflects class dynamics, 

particularly in the way it is used to represent the lower social class. This aligns with the view that 

Nigerian Pidgin, due to its association with informal communication and its use among people 

with limited formal education, is often associated with the marginalized groups of society. The 

working-class and rural communities, as discussed by the lecturers, use Pidgin as a form of 

cultural resistance, challenging the linguistic hierarchies that place English and other languages 

at the top. In literature, Pidgin is often used to convey the everyday struggles of the marginalized 

and to resist the formal language of the elite, which can alienate those in lower social classes. 

The cultural pride associated with Nigerian Pidgin also helps to promote a sense of identity 

among the lower-class and working-class characters in literary works. 

The lecturers also emphasized the role of Nigerian Pidgin in expressing and reinforcing identity. 

For many Nigerians, Pidgin is a marker of identity, particularly in urban centers and among the 

youth. It is a tool for expressing authenticity, as it allows individuals to communicate in a way 

that reflects their social origins and life experiences. Nigerian Pidgin has become a symbol of 

local pride and resistance against the dominance of colonial languages like English. Through the 

use of Pidgin, characters in literary works are able to assert their cultural uniqueness and local 

identity, which becomes a form of empowerment. Finally, the lecturers noted the role of 

Nigerian Pidgin in contributing to literary innovation in Nigerian literature. The use of Pidgin 

allows for more creative expressions in the narrative structure and character development. This 

linguistic variety adds depth to storytelling by reflecting the socio-cultural realities of the 

characters and their environments. 

Conclusion  

The study has underscored the importance of Nigerian Pidgin as both a linguistic phenomenon 

and a cultural symbol in Nigerian society. The recommendations provided above are aimed at 

promoting greater academic, social, and cultural acceptance of Nigerian Pidgin in literature and 

beyond. By incorporating Pidgin more extensively into academic research, creative writing, 

media, and public policy, Nigeria can foster a richer and more inclusive cultural identity that 

acknowledges and celebrates its linguistic diversity. 

Recommendations 

Based on the findings of this study on the use of Nigerian Pidgin in literature and its cultural and 

linguistic implications, the following recommendations are made: 

There should be a deliberate effort to incorporate Nigerian Pidgin into linguistics and literary 

curricula at tertiary institutions. While English remains dominant, Nigerian Pidgin has evolved as 

an important language in Nigerian society and literature. It is essential that linguistics and 
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literary programs include modules that focus on Pidgin as a language of literary expression, 

especially considering its growing prominence in contemporary Nigerian literature. 

There should be more active promotion of Nigerian Pidgin as a medium for literary production. 

Writers and scholars need to explore and experiment with Pidgin in a range of literary forms, 

including poetry, drama, and fiction, to enhance the richness and diversity of Nigerian literature. 

Given that Nigerian Pidgin is a linguistic bridge across ethnic and regional divides in Nigeria, 

there should be more emphasis on using Pidgin in promoting national unity and cultural 

understanding. This includes using Pidgin to address issues related to ethnicity, class, and 

regionalism, fostering a sense of national identity that transcends individual tribal affiliations.  

There is a need for policy reforms that acknowledge Nigerian Pidgin as an important language of 

communication. While Nigeria has over 500 languages, Pidgin holds a unique place as a lingua 

franca spoken across various social, ethnic, and cultural groups. It deserves recognition and 

support in formal educational and public settings. 

Despite its widespread use, Nigerian Pidgin has often been stigmatized as a lesser form of 

language, sometimes regarded as uneducated or informal. There is a need for greater awareness 

to change the perception of Nigerian Pidgin and recognize it as an important cultural and literary 

tool. 
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